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provides a voice to veteran-owned 
small businessmen on the newly cre-
ated Small Business Innovation Re-
search Board. 

The advisory board will oversee the 
design and award process for SBIR 
grants. By including a veteran-owned 
small businessman or -woman on the 
board, we will ensure that the criteria 
used towards small business grants will 
include areas for which our veterans 
specialize, areas such as weapons devel-
opment and destruction, communica-
tions networking, and many more 
skills that have been uniquely acquired 
through their military service. 

When I was first elected last year, I 
formed a constituent-based Veterans 
Advisory Board in my district. Over 
the past year, I have worked very 
closely with these men and women to 
find new ways to better serve them and 
the veterans of our district throughout 
our Nation who have sacrificed so 
much for this great country. It is for 
this reason that I strongly believe that 
veterans need advice on the SBIR advi-
sory board and why I have been work-
ing with the board to draft legislation 
to address the problems of homeless 
vets and to ease the transition from ac-
tive duty to civilian life. 

When our soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
and marines leave service after mul-
tiple deployments abroad and a tre-
mendous sacrifice by them and their 
families, the least we can do is to ease 
their transition and help them get 
their businesses off the ground. 

I, therefore, urge my colleagues to 
support my amendment. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Chairman, 

while not opposed to the amendment, I 
ask unanimous consent to claim the 
time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the gentlewoman from New 
York is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. I thank the gentle-

woman from New York for her amend-
ment and for her efforts to improve the 
legislation. The amendment requires 
that at least one veteran small busi-
ness owner must serve on the SBIR Ad-
visory Board that H.R. 5819 establishes 
in section 104. These boards are meant 
to provide small firms with an avenue 
to communicate with Federal agencies 
about the SBIR program. 

The intention of the amendment is to 
help ensure that agencies are as re-
sponsive as possible to the unique 
needs of small research companies and 
to veteran-owned small firms in par-
ticular. 

I support this intention. 
I would yield to the gentleman from 

Ohio for any comments that he might 
have. 

Mr. CHABOT. I thank the chair-
woman for yielding, and I want to com-
mend the gentlelady for offering her 
amendment, and we support it. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Chairman, 
I urge the adoption of the amendment. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Chair-
man, I yield back my time. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 14 OFFERED BY MS. VELÁZQUEZ 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 
order to consider amendment No. 14 
printed in House Report 110–603. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Chairman, 
as the designee of Mr. WALZ of Min-
nesota, I offer an amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 14 offered by Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ: 

At the end of title V of the bill, add the fol-
lowing (and conform the table of contents 
accordingly): 
SEC. 506. INITIATIVE TO PUBLICIZE THE SBIR 

PROGRAM TO VETERANS. 
The Administrator of the Small Business 

Administration, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, shall develop 
an initiative to publicize the SBIR program 
to veterans returning from service and en-
courage those veterans with applicable tech-
nical skills to apply for SBIR grants. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1125, the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ) and a Member opposed 
each will control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Chairman, 
the amendment directs the adminis-
trator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration to consult with the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to develop an ini-
tiative that publicizes the SBIR pro-
grams to veterans returning from serv-
ice. The amendment will direct the 
SBA and the VA to work together to 
encourage veterans to apply for SBIR 
grants. 

Many of the veterans returning from 
service are highly skilled and highly 
trained in technical fields. The amend-
ment will draw on this pool of talent 
and increase the number of veterans 
applying for SBIR awards. Our efforts 
such as this will strengthen the SBIR 
program, especially the Department of 
Defense’s SBIR program. 

I urge adoption of this amendment. 
I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CHABOT. Madam Chairman, I 

rise to claim the time in opposition, 
even though we’re not opposed to the 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRWOMAN. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Ohio is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CHABOT. We would commend 

the gentleman for offering the amend-
ment. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Chairman, 

I yield to the gentleman from Vermont 
(Mr. WELCH). 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam 
Chairman, I would like to engage the 
distinguished Chair of the Small Busi-
ness Committee in a colloquy. 

First of all, I would like to thank 
you. Your committee has done extraor-
dinary work throughout the year, prob-
ably produced more good legislation 
than any other. 

I want to thank you for working with 
me on this issue that is raised on this 
bill regarding the ability of small busi-
nesses to continue to use the SBIR pro-
gram. Specifically, I want to thank you 
for agreeing to work with me to mon-
itor agency actions to ensure that 
smaller firms are not represented in 
the agency’s distribution of SBIR 
awards. 

Also, I want to say that I am pleased 
that you agree to work with me and in 
Congress and that this matter needs 
vigorous study, and we will work to en-
sure that a National Institute for 
Standards and Technology study, 
which I would like to place in the 
RECORD, is included in the conference. 

b 1845 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Reclaiming my 

time, you have my commitment to 
monitor Federal agencies’ efforts to 
award grants to small firms. And as 
this legislation moves forward, we will 
work with you to identify ways that 
agencies are properly studying and 
making available opportunities for 
small businesses. 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Thank you. 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Chairman, 

I urge adoption of the Walz amendment 
I am offering on his behalf. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-

tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 15 OFFERED BY MR. FOSTER 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 

order to consider amendment No. 15 
printed in House Report 110–603. 

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Chairman, I 
offer an amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 15 offered by Mr. FOSTER: 
At the end of the bill, add the following 

(and amend the table of contents accord-
ingly): 
SEC. ll. PROHIBITION OF AWARDS TO ALIENS 

UNLAWFULLY PRESENT IN THE 
UNITED STATES. 

Section 9 of the Small Business Act is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(ee) PROHIBITION OF AWARDS TO ALIENS 
UNLAWFULLY PRESENT IN THE UNITED 
STATES.—A concern is not eligible to receive 
an award under this section if an individual 
who is an alien unlawfully present in the 
United States— 

‘‘(1) has an ownership interest in that con-
cern; or 

‘‘(2) has an ownership interest in another 
concern that itself has an ownership interest 
in that concern.’’. 
SEC. ll. PROHIBITION ON AWARDS TO FIRMS IN 

VIOLATION OF IMMIGRATION LAWS. 
Any applicant found, based on a deter-

mination by the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity or the Attorney General to have en-
gaged in a pattern or practice of hiring, re-
cruiting or referring for a fee, for employ-
ment in the United States an alien knowing 
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